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On Tuesday 19th November a small number of 
Lake Grace Volunteer Fire & Rescue Service 
members and guests gathered at the fire station to 
see Department of Fire & Emergency Services 
Deputy Commissioner Lloyd Bailey present Alan, 
Sam and Reid Stubberfield of Outback TV with the 
Volunteer Employer Recognition Program (VERP) 
Gold Award. 
 
Despite being on-call 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week; when the call does come through the 
business comes to a grinding halt, as Stubby, Sam 
and Reid join forces with the other volunteers and 
head off to the emergency. In some instances the 
boys can be away on a call-out for up to 12 hours, 
which is a considerable time to be away from your 

business. Stubby has been doing this for over 30 
years and now with Sam and Reid joining the 
brigade; Outback TV has given over 40 years of 
voluntary service. 
 
I would like to take the time to mention Mrs Stubby; 
she is the pillar of support behind her boys and the 
rest of the brigade, she is the one who takes the 
calls from disgruntled customers and explains why 
no one has turned up to do a job. Thanks also to 
Rhiannon and Max for their support in more recent 
times.       
                                                                         
Devon and I kept the award a secret, which was 
easy for me, but Devon was the one who had to 
óbendô the truth and make up stories to keep 

/ÕÔÂÁÃË 46 3ÔÒÉËÅÓ 'ÏÌÄ 

 
Deputy Commissioner Lloyd Bailey with Outback TV recipients Reid Stubberfield, Sam Stubberfield,  

Continued page 18 
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 bƻƴ tǊƻŬǘ  aŜƳōŜǊǎ bƻƴ 

aŜƳōŜǊǎ 

/ƭŀǎǎƛŬŜŘ Cw99 Cw99 Ϸм ǇŜǊ ƭƛƴŜ 

tǳōƭƛŎ bƻǝŎŜ Cw99 bκ! bκ! 

мκу ǇŀƎŜ Cw99 Cw99 ϷмлΦлл 

мκп tŀƎŜ ϷмлΦлл ϷмнΦрл ϷмрΦлл 

мκн tŀƎŜ ϷмрΦлл ϷнлΦлл ϷнрΦлл 

Cǳƭƭ tŀƎŜ ϷнрΦлл ϷорΦлл ϷпрΦлл 

LƴǎŜǊǘ όŘκǎύ ϷнлΦлл ϷнлΦлл ϷолΦлл 

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ¸ƻǳΩǎ Cw99 Cw99 Cw99 

9ŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ Cw99 Cw99 Cw99 

/ƻƭƻǳǊ ϷмрлΦлл ϷмрлΦлл ϷмслΦлл 

/ƻƴŘƛǝƻƴǎ Řƻ ŀǇǇƭȅΦ    

5L{/[!La9w 
 

мύ bƻ ƭƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴŎǳǊǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ [ŀƪŜǎ [ƛƴƪ bŜǿǎ ōȅ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ŀƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻΣ ƻǊ ŜǊǊƻǊ ƻǊ ƛƴŀŎŎǳǊŀŎȅ ƛƴΣ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǝŀƭ ƻǊ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŀŘǾŜǊǝǎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻǊ ōȅ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ 
ƻŦ ŘŜƭŀȅ ƻǊ ŘŜŦŀǳƭǘ ƻǊ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎŀǳǎŜ ǿƘŀǘǎƻŜǾŜǊΦ  LŦ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ƻŦ [ŀƪŜǎ [ƛƴƪ bŜǿǎ ǘƘŜ ŜǊǊƻǊ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǊŜŘǳŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǾŜǊǝǎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǾŜǊǝǎŜǊ ƴƻǝŬŜǎ 
ƛǘ ǘƻ [ŀƪŜǎ [ƛƴƪ bŜǿǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǎŜǾŜƴ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ ŘŀǘŜΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƻƴŜ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ƛƴǎŜǊǝƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŎƘŀǊƎŜΦ 

нύ ²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ [ŀƪŜǎ [ƛƴƪ bŜǿǎ ŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘ ŀƭƭ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ǎǳōƳƛǧŜŘΣ [ŀƪŜǎ [ƛƴƪ bŜǿǎ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŦǳǎŜ ǘƻ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘ ƻǊ ǊŜ-ǇǳōƭƛǎƘ ŀƴȅ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴ  
     ƻǊ ŀŘǾŜǊǝǎŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ǊŜŀǎƻƴΦ 
оύ bƻ ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎΣ ƭŜǧŜǊǎ ƻǊ ŀŘǾŜǊǝǎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƴŀȅ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘŜŦŀƳŀǘƻǊȅ ƻǊ ŀŎŎǳǎŀǘƻǊȅΣ ƻǊ ǘƻ ŦŀǾƻǳǊ ƻƴŜ ǎƛŘŜ ƛƴ ŀ ƭŜƎŀƭ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜΦ 

 

CRC  Opening Hours  

9:00am - 5pm 
Closed from 12:30pmñ1:30pm for lunch on  

Fridays & Thursdays during school holidays  
 

Library Opening Hours  

Monday to Thursday  CLOSED on Friday  

9am - 12:30pm  then 1pm -  5:00pm 
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and compiled this edition of the  

Lakes Link News.  
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contributors of articles.  
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DŜƴŜŀƭƻƎȅ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ 
 

¶ tŀǘƘǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘΥ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ 
ŦƻǊ ōŜƎƛƴƴŜǊǎΦ    

 ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ пǘƘ aŀǊŎƘΣ оǇƳ 
 Ϸмл ǇŜǊ ƘŜŀŘ  
¶ .ƭŀŎƪ ϧ ²ƘƛǘŜ ϧ wŜŀŘ !ƭƭ hǾŜǊΥ ŀƴ 
ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴ ǘƻ ŘƛƎƛǝǎŜŘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ 
ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊǎ όǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦǊŜŜ 
Ǿƛŀ ƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǘƻ {[²! ƳŜƳōŜǊǎύ 

 ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ пǘƘ aŀǊŎƘΣ сǇƳ 
 Ϸмл ǇŜǊ ƘŜŀŘ 
¶ DŜǩƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ !ƴŎŜǎǘǊȅ  
 ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ рǘƘ aŀǊŎƘΣ млŀƳ 
 Ϸмл ǇŜǊ ƘŜŀŘ 
¶ CŀƴǘŀǎǝŎ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜǎ ς ƎǊŜŀǘ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǊǳǊŀƭ 
ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎ 

 ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ рǘƘ aŀǊŎƘΣ мΥолǇƳ 
 Ϸмл ǇŜǊ ƘŜŀŘ 
 
9ŀŎƘ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ Ǌǳƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ мΦр ƘƻǳǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ ǝƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ ŀƊŜǊǿŀǊŘǎΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ 
ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ /w/ ƻƴ фуср мптл ƻǊ 
ƭŀƪŜƎǊŀŎŜϪŎǊŎΦƴŜǘΦŀǳ ǘƻ ōƻƻƪ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƭŀŎŜΤ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ 
ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ ǘƻ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜ 
ȅƻǳǊ ǎǇƻǘΦ 

5th December Sian Chesson 
6th December Bill Willcocks 
7th December Brendan Bell 
8th December David Fyfe 
 Brady McGlinn 
10th December Robert Carruthers 
 Diedre Trevenen 
11th December Naomi Duckworth 
 Zaide Chesson 
 Zahlia Reynolds 
12th December Tylah Kennedy 
13th December Jasmine Newton 
14th December Steve Curtin 
 Suzanne Reeves 
15th December Coralie Pinney 
16th December Tom Taylor 
 Michael Gray 
 Alison Medlen 
18th December Bianca Kennedy 
 Savannah Trevenen 
19th December Juanita OôNeill 
 Aidan Pelham 
 Bella Callope 

CƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴ hǾŀƭ 
 

¸Ŝƭƭƻǿ ƘŀƴŘ ƳŀŘŜ ōŜŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ōƭǳŜ 
ŀƴŘ ȅŜƭƭƻǿ ǎŎŀǊŦΦ 
 

LŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ 
/w/ ƻƴ фуср мптл 

9th December  -  Greg & Paula Carruthers 
12th December  -  Fred & Letty Leo 
18th December  -  Dave & Kim Allen 

Community Rice Drive  
For Philippine Typhoon Relief 

  (ñHAIYANò Strongest Typhoon in Modern time) 

Thank You  
Thank you to the generosity of our local community in their 
contribution to the Philippines Typhoon appeal. The amount 
raised was $4,373.75.  The money will be donated to the 
Maryôs Little Children Community, Tabunok, Talisay City,  

Cebu Philippines.  

Friday December 13 
Sausage Sizzle will be available 

 

Lets grow Lake Grace - try to shop local first 

(08) 98 652 140 

lgvisitorscentre@westnet.com.au  

     Open for Late Night Shopping! 
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Lake Grace Weather 
- Terry Gladish 

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ 9ȄǘǊŜƳŜǎ 
 

IƛƎƘŜǎǘ ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ поΦн ноκмнκмффт 
[ƻǿŜǎǘ ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ мрΦт муκмнκмфсп 
IƛƎƘŜǎǘ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ нпΦс фκмнκмфун 
[ƻǿŜǎǘ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ пΦр нκмнκмфто 
 

5ŀǘŜ aƛƴ aŀȄ wŀƛƴ 

нлκмм тΦф ноΦр  

нмκмм млΦп нтΦп  

ннκмм моΦс олΦл  

ноκмм мсΦл опΦм  

нпκмм мтΦу нтΦт  

нрκмм мпΦл нпΦт  

нсκмм ммΦн омΦо  

нтκмм моΦф нсΦф  

нуκмм мрΦр омΦс  

нфκмм нлΦф омΦн  

олκмм моΦт нпΦр мΦн 

мκмн ммΦр нтΦл  

нκмн моΦт нтΦо  

оκмн ммΦр нпΦу  

пκмн мнΦн   

 
 

Ph: 9865 2489  
www.caffearjo.com 

 

How We Make 
Harvest Easier! 

 

¶ Ample truck parking behind the 
Artspace building 

¶ Delicious, healthy lunches 
¶ Call ahead if you have limited time 
¶ Free delivery to CBH bins 
¶ Pizza on Thursday night, save the 
wife from cooking! 

¶ Good coffee to help keep you going 
through the long days 

¶ Full menu online  

#ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ  
#ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ #ÁÒÏÌÓ 

  7ÈÅÎ ȡ 4ÈÕÒÓÄÁÙ ΣΫ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ ΤΡΣΥ 
  
  7ÈÅÒÅȡ ,ÁËÅÓ 6ÉÌÌÁÇÅ (ÁÌÌ  
   

  4ÉÍÅ  ȡ ΩÐÍ  
 

 ɉ#ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÁÒÅ ÉÎÖÉÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÄÒÅÓÓ ÕÐ ÁÓ !ÎÇÅÌÓ ÏÒ 3ÈÅÐÈÅÒÄÓɊ 
 

                 !,, 7%,#/-% 
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$ÅÄÉÃÁÔÅÄ !ÍÂÕÌÁÎÃÅ /ǣÃÅÒ 2ÅÔÉÒÅÓ ÆÒÏÍ /Î 2ÏÁÄ $ÕÔÙ ÁÆÔÅÒ ΥΡ ÙÅÁÒÓ 

A lot has changed in the St John Ambulance Service 
WA in 30 years, and Lois Dickins has been there for it 
all.  As a snapshot, the official records show Lois's 
contribution over an 8 year period from 2003 to 2011 as 
almost 8300 hours of service or 1040 (8 hour) days of 
actual on-job time.  If you add all the training, vehicle 
checks, sub centre cleaning, meetings etc we begin to 
see the incredible contribution Lois has made.   
 
Affectionately known to some as "Elliott" in tribute to her 
maiden name, Lois is part of a family with a very long 
association with the St John Ambulance Lake Grace 
Sub Centre. 
 
Lois's parents, Len and Shirley Elliott were founding 
members of the Sub Centre.  As evidence of the 
family's longevity in the service,  Len is a Life Member 
of St John Ambulance with 50 years of service whilst 
his late wife Shirley was Secretary for over 22 years.  It 
also appears that you marry into the service as Lois's  
brother-in-law, Terry Gladish, has been Treasurer or 
Assistant Treasurer for over 34 years. 
 
Joining the Ambulance Service in 1983 at age 23, Lois 
has served 21 years (so far) on the Management 
Committee with 12 of those years as Vice Chairperson, 
and she is the current Vice Chair.   
 
From 1994 to 2002 Lois was the local First Aid Trainer, 
known for her innovative methods of first aid training.  

Her former students said she had a strong sense of fun 
without compromising on skill performance. 
Whilst Lois has decided to hang up her oxyviva, we are 
fortunate not be losing her enormous wealth of skill and 
on road knowledge entirely, as she continues her 
service in an administrative role.  
 
With so much still to offer, the 53 year old continues to 
support the community by being the current Vice Chair 
of the Management Committee,  whilst also being the 
Ambulance service delegate to the Lake Grace 
Roadwise Committee, and  the current Ambulance 
Delegate to the Shire of Lake Grace Local Emergency 
Management Committee. 

Retiring ambulance officer, Lois Dickins.  Photo Suzanne 
Reeves. 

Late Night Lecture 

An elderly man driving erratically was stopped by the 

police around 2 am and was asked where he was 

going at that time of night.  The man replied,  ñ Iôm on 

my way to a lecture about alcohol abuse and the 

effects it has on the human body, as well as smoking 

and staying out late.ò    

The officer then asked,  ñ Really? Whoôs giving that 

lecture at this time of night?ò 

The man replied, ñ That would be my wife.ò  

Lake Grace Community 
Christmas Tree 

 

Lake Grace oval/shed 
Saturday 21st December 

from 6.00pm  
Father Christmas arrives at 7pm 
Santa will collect his sack of  

gifts from the CRC  
 

Parents are encouraged to bring a 
shared platter of finger food 

(savoury and sweet). 
 

Enquiries to  
Belinda Bowron (0427 363 533), Amanda 

Trevenen (0488 216 601) 
 

/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ǇŀƎŜ пс 



Page  8 

5th December 2013                                                                                         LAKES LINK NEWS 

 

The State Library of Western Australiaôs Genealogy 
Centre was opened in December 1999 to cater for 
an increased interest in family history in the community. 
It houses an extensive collection of resources which 
can be used to trace your ancestors from around the 
world. The collection is particularly strong for other 
Australian states and territories, Britain and New 
Zealand with the Library beginning to collect material for 
other parts of the world where available. 
 

The Genealogy Centre is open during normal library 
hours and there is a staff member on duty who will be 
able to help you get started in your research. Volunteers 
from the Western Australian Genealogical Society Inc. 
provide extra assistance to family history researchers 
on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday mornings from 
9.30am to 1.00pm. 
 

Tours of the Genealogy Centre are conducted by the 
Family History Subject Specialists once a month from 
February through to November. 
 

The collection houses material in printed format, on 
microfilm, microfiche, CD-ROM and also provides PCs 
for access to the Internet and databases. Material on 
microfiche and microfilm can be scanned and printed, 
emailed or saved to your thumb drive using the ST200X 
scanners. 
The types of resources available for family history 

researchers include indexes to births, marriages and 
deaths, newspapers, electoral rolls, directories and 
maps. There are also records relating to cemeteries, 
census, convicts, courts, immigration, land allocation, 
probate and the military. 
 

So how do you find what you want?  The key to finding 
anything within the State Library is our catalogue. 
Generally, the best way to find family history material is 
to search under keyword using a geographic location 
and a type of record e.g. tasmania passenger lists or 
new south wales census. Also, try browsing our Guides 
to Family History which highlight important material both 
within our collections and on the Internet. 
 

You may be thinking well how does that help me in 
Lake Grace?  And that would be a fair question.  The 
Lake Grace Community Resource Centre is taking great 
pleasure in hosting two representatives of the State 
Libraryôs genealogy section on March 4th and 5th to 
help members of the local community with their family 
history research.  If you would like to book in for any of 
the sessions that are being held then please contact the 
Lake Grace Community Resource Centre on 9865 
1470. 

 

7ÈÁÔȭÓ )Î 9ÏÕÒ &ÁÍÉÌÙ 4ÒÅÅȩ 

[ŀƪŜǿŀȅ IŀƛǊ {ŀƭƻƴ 
tƘΥ  фуср млрс 

 

http://slwa.wa.gov.au/find/services/opening_hours
http://http:/www.slwa.wa.gov.au/whats_on/lifelong_learning/seak_family_history
http://henrietta.liswa.wa.gov.au/search%7ES2
http://www.slwa.wa.gov.au/find/guides/family_history
http://www.slwa.wa.gov.au/find/guides/family_history


Page   9 

LAKES LINK NEWS                                                                                        5th December 2013                

 

The Lake Grace Community Resource Centre has just 
taken receipt of a new large format printer, a much 
needed addition to their stable of resources.  
The Canon iPF760 can print up to A0 (841mm x 
1189mm) and can print on a variety of surfaces, 
from standard 80gsm paper through to coated 
card, photographic paper and canvas. 
 
Endeavouring to keep their pricing competitive 
the CRC has structured their pricing in alignment 
with Officeworks.  CRC management believes 
that just because we live in a smaller regional 
community there was no need for our 
communities to be missing out on resources and 
that we shouldnôt have to pay more for the 
facility. 
 
There have been many requests for large format 
printing, particularly for plans and photographs.  
Staff have been very excited to see the printer in 
action and are impressed with the quality of the 
end product.  The CRC  is confident that the 
community will support this new purchase, 
particularly with the knowledge that money 
made from these assets is then ploughed back 
into more equipment that the community can 
utilise.  
A price list (except for canvas) is on page 50. 

Suzanne Reeves 

(Ï× "ÉÇ 7ÏÕÌÄ 9ÏÕ ,ÉËÅ 4ÈÁÔȩ 

CRC Manager Suzanne Reeves with the new Canon large 

format printer.  Photo Danielle Robertson. 

LAKE GRACE PLAZA IGA 
 

Murray, Cobi, Chad, Shelley and Families  
 

Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas and  
a Happy New Year.  

 
Thank you for your support over the year and  

have a great holiday.  
 

Hours for Christmas and New Year  
 

XMAS DAY  -  CLOSED  -  NO PAPER 
BOXING DAY  -  8am-10am  -  PAPER 

NEW YEARS DAY  -  8am-10am  -  PAPER 



Page  10 

5th December 2013                                                                                         LAKES LINK NEWS 

 

OBORNE CONCRETE 
 

¶ Chemical sheds  
¶ Boomspray pads 
¶ House pads 
¶ Super sheds 
¶ Workshops 
¶ Driveways 
¶ Silo pads 

 

Tip truck and 
bobcat also available for any  

type of site works. 
Small and Large Loads 

 

Grant Oborne  -  Lake Grace 
Ph/fax:  (08) 9865 1367 
Mobile:  0427 651 367 

Drivers aged 85 years and older will no longer be forced 
to undergo a mandatory practical driving assessment 
when renewing their car licence in Western Australia.  
 
Licence holders aged 80 years and older must still 
undergo annual medical tests, however they would only 
be required to undergo a driving assessment if it is 
recommended by a doctor. These drivers get a new 
licence card every year once all criteria are met.  
 
Transport Minister Troy Buswell said the changes would 
come into effect from December 16, and were 
supported by road safety research.  
 
ñResearch demonstrates that older drivers are not 
disproportionately represented in crash statistics. They 
actually show drivers aged 85 years and older 
accounted for about one per cent of serious or fatal 
crashes in the past five years,ò Mr Buswell said.  
 
ñThis shows that older drivers do not pose an 
unacceptable risk on our roads and that these outdated 
testing requirements, based on misconceptions or 
stereotypes, were potentially discriminatory.ò  
 
The Minister said the changes would bring the State 
into line with nearly every Australian jurisdiction.  
The State Government already has stringent safety 
requirements in place for drivers of any age, including 

mandatory reporting of medical conditions or driving 
impairments for all licence holders, which was 
introduced in 2008.  
 
ñMandatory reporting has proven the best method to 
identify drivers of all ages who are potentially a high-risk 
on our roads,ò Mr Buswell said.  
 
ñCompulsory practical driving assessments for drivers 
aged over 85 places unnecessary stress on many of 
our senior citizens, many of whom are effectively 
managing their driving practices in line with their ability.ò  

$ÒÉÖÉÎÇ 4ÅÓÔÓ ÆÏÒ /ÌÄÅÒ $ÒÉÖÅÒÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ !ÂÏÌÉÓÈÅÄ  

Fact File  
 

Å There are about 11,500 C-class licence holders aged 
85 years and older  
 

Å In the past five years drivers aged 20-29 years old 
represented the highest number of fatal and serious 
crashes on our roads at 30%  
 

Å In 2011, Tasmania ceased aged-based PDAs after the 
Stateôs Anti-Discrimination Commissioner reported that 
compulsory aged-based driving assessments were 
discriminatory  
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The Royalties for Regions-funded Patient Assisted 
Travel Scheme (PATS) is in need of review, according 
to Nationals Member for the Agricultural Region Martin 
Aldridge MLC.  
 
Mr Aldridge called for a review of PATS in a speech to 
Parliament today, highlighting that whilst PATS is an 
essential service for people in regional WA, limitations 
exist in its flexibility and ability to provide adequate 
support to patients.  
 
Mr Aldridge said PATS was widely acknowledged as an 
essential travel subsidy scheme to regional medical 
patients, however, was designed for a different era in 
medical service delivery.  
 
ñWe need to address the discrepancy between the real 
cost of contemporary transport and accommodation 
and the extent PATS currently supports patients,ò Mr 
Aldridge said.  
 
ñI suggest it would be immensely challenging for 
anyone to find commercial accommodation for the 
current $60 per night allowance offered by PATS.ò  
 
Mr Aldridge raised a number of examples during his 
speech outlining deficiencies in the system.  
He used the example of regulatory issues that mean a 
patientôs treatment was declared ineligible after 

travelling from Narrogin to Perth and subsequently 
discovering there was a specialist only eight kilometres 
closer, in Bunbury.  
 
Mr Aldridge suggested that the review should cover 
several aspects of the scheme:  
 

¶ The level of funding applicable to transport and 
accommodation  

¶ The eligibility measures used in applying PATS 
funding  

¶ The need to consider exceptional circumstances 
for some patients  

¶ The types of specialist medical services covered 
under the scheme  

 
ñIn my opinion, PATS should have the ability to be 
more responsive to the needs of regional patients,ò Mr 
Aldridge said.  
 
ñAddressing these key areas would go a long way to 
improving the PATS service and making sure patients 
in regional WA have access to the medical specialists 
they need.ò  

!ÌÄÒÉÄÇÅ #ÁÌÌÓ &ÏÒ 2ÅÖÉÅ× /Æ 0ÁÔÉÅÎÔ !ÓÓÉÓÔÅÄ 4ÒÁÖÅÌ 3ÃÈÅÍÅ  
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Lake Grace Visitors Centre 
From Thursday 5th December to Thursday 12th December 

All Day!! 

At the Lake Grace Visitorôs Centre and at 
the Town Hall for Late Night Shopping  

(Friday 13th December) 

Contact:  Missy Clifford   

0407 190 177 or 9865 2324 
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Ballard Cleaning  

Pasture Seed and Canola Specialists  

North Road Tincurrin  

Ring Neil  9883 2005 or 0428 832 053  

Canola cleaning and seed treatments 

Gravity grading, the only way to get the best quality 
seed for sowing 

Bags, bulka bags or bulk  

Pasture seed, all species and varieties 

Serradella de-hulling specaialists 

The staff at Greenline Lake Grace would like to 
thank our valued customers for their continued 

support in 2013.  
 

We hope you have a happy and safe Christmas and 
New Year and look forward to seeing you all in the 

New Year! 



Page   15 

LAKES LINK NEWS                                                                                        5th December 2013                

 


